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The Honorable [Legislator Name] 
Michigan House of Representatives /Senate
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
Dear Representative/Senator [Last Name],
I am writing to request your support for continued state funding of Special Olympics Michigan's Unified Champion Schools strategy. As an [athlete/Unified partner/parent/educator] I have seen first-hand how this initiative is helping create more inclusive school communities across Michigan by bringing together students with and without intellectual disabilities through sports, leadership opportunities, and whole-school engagement.
Unified Champion Schools are transforming the educational experience for thousands of Michigan students. Through Unified Sports, inclusive youth leadership, and activities that promote acceptance and understanding, students are developing friendships, learning valuable life skills, and creating school environments where everyone feels they belong.
The impact extends far beyond athletics. Research has shown that Unified Champion Schools improve school climate, reduce bullying, increase student engagement, and foster leadership skills among all participants. These programs help prepare young people to become more compassionate, inclusive, and productive members of their communities.
The state of Michigan was one of the first in the country to commit budget funding to Unified Champion Schools. With 715 schools committed in 61 counties, Michigan continues to prioritize student success and well-being, investment in Unified Champion Schools represents a meaningful opportunity to support inclusive education practices that deliver measurable results. State funding helps ensure that schools throughout Michigan - regardless of size or location - have access to the resources, training, and support necessary to implement these programs successfully.
I respectfully ask that you support $1 million in state funding for Special Olympics Michigan's Unified Champion Schools initiative to help increase schools in every county in Michigan. This is the same amount received in the current fiscal year. This investment will help expand opportunities for students across our state and continue building a Michigan where inclusion is not just encouraged but actively practiced every day.
Thank you for your service to our state and for considering this important request. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the impact of Unified Champion Schools further and share how this program is making a difference in communities across Michigan.
Live Unified,
[Your Name]
[City, Michigan]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
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