2021 Virtual Summer Games FAQ

What is Virtual Summer Games?

e Virtual Summer Games is a safe way for Athletes, Young Athletes, Unified Partners, Volunteers
and Supporters to keep the spirit of Special Olympics Michigan’s Summer Games alive by
competing and cheering from home safely. 12 events are offered across 3 different sports for
everyone to choose from. Just compete from your home, submit your scores online and you will
be awarded a virtual award for your accomplishments.

Who can participate in Virtual Summer Games?

e Virtual Summer Games is open to both Special Olympics Athletes and Unified Partners. Any
non-Special Olympics Athlete — community member, family member, friend, corporate partner -
can participate as a Unified Partner, so Virtual Summer Games is open to everyone!

When can | register?

e You may register any time from May 24"- July 16™. Final scores will be submitted along with your
registration, so once you have completed your events and have your scores, you may submit your
registration. Scores will be accepted until 11:59pm on July 16,

How do | register?

e Registration will take place at www.somi.org/virtualgames. Once there, click on the red box
labeled ‘Register and Submit Scores’ to register. Or, click on the link for the ‘Printable Registration
Form’ to fill it out in hard copy form, which can then be turned in to your coach or Area Director
for submission. A ‘Registration & Score Submission’ video is also available to guide you through
the steps.

How many events can | participate in?

e You can participate in up to three (3) events from any sport offered; mix and match sports if you
desired. For example, you could choose the Weightlifting push-up, Gymnastics Vault, and the
Athletics 50m Dash.

How do | choose my events?

e Simple, just choose the three (3) events you feel most comfortable in, or the three (3) that interest
you the most and compete.

Can | participate in a sport | have never played before?
e Yes, you can participate in any of the events offered regardless on your past participation.
How do | know how to complete each event, are there instructions to follow?

e Yes, there are instructions to follow. Go to www.somi.org/virtualgames and check out the sports
and events offered. Each event has a description along with a ‘how to’ video showing how to
complete each skill.
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| am a unified partner, but | do not have an athlete to participate with. Can I still participate in the
virtual summer games?

e You will need to find a partner prior to registration in order to compete. If you are having issues
or concerns finding a partner, please reach out to somiforms@somi.org

How do I find out where | finish in my events?

e OnJuly 215, all participants will be emailed a virtual award for their placements. So, keep an eye
on your inbox!

Have any additional questions? Feel free to email somiforms@somi.org for more help.
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