[image: image1.jpg]N

Special Olympics
Michigan





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact
Jim Adams 



Kimberly Purdy
Development & Events Manager
Sr. Dir. of Public Relations & Marketing
Special Olympics Michigan

Special Olympics Michigan
C: (248) 330-4449


C: (989) 954-5112
adams1jg@cmich.edu

Kimberly.purdy@cmich.edu
www.somi.org



www.somi.org 
FORMER DETROIT TIGERS PITCHER MIKE HENNEMAN ARRIVES IN MICHIGAN FROM TEXAS ON FRIDAY, FEB. 3 TO JOIN THE 

WERTZ WARRIORS 2012 SNOWMOBILE ENDURANCE RIDE FOR 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS MICHIGAN ATHLETES!
(Media Opportunities Available) 
Jan. 26 2012 – Sports celebrity and former Detroit Tigers pitcher Mike Henneman will be arriving in Michigan on Friday, Feb. 3 to for his role as honorary chairman of the 2012 Wertz Warriors ride. Mike will join the Wertz Warriors for the 31st annual, 7-day, 900-mile Wertz Warriors snowmobile endurance ride Feb. 5-11, 2012. There are plenty of media opportunities to interview Mike Henneman on Friday, Feb. 3 or Saturday, Feb. 4 before the Wertz Warriors depart from Zuccaro’s in Chesterfield Township on Sunday, Feb. 5. Contact Wertz Warriors Chairman Vic Battani at (586) 291-9100 or one of the contact people listed above. Refer to the ride itinerary for information about ride stops. 

Mike steps into the role held for 17 years by former Detroit Tigers pitcher Mark ‘The Bird’ Fidrych. Mark died in an accident at his Massachusetts home in April, 2009. 

“I knew Mark very well. He was just a class act, fun and energetic. When I heard about his death I knew that I should step in to help the Wertz Warriors. It’s just a great cause, an awesome cause,” said Mike. 
Wertz Warriors Chairman Vic Battani said, “The Wertz Warriors are thrilled that Mike Henneman is joining us on the ride for 2012. The people who contribute to our cause during our ride for Special Olympics are always excited to meet a sports celebrity. Mike’s presence will increase the interest in our fundraising efforts.” 
--cont.--
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Mike has fond childhood memories of a neighborhood boy named Danny who had had an intellectual disability. “Danny lived behind me and every morning in the summer he walked up and started knocking. Danny wanted to play wiffle ball or catch. I would finish breakfast and go outside and play with Danny for hours every day,” Mike said.
Mike Henneman was a pitcher with a 10-year career from 1987 to 1996. He played for the Detroit Tigers from 1987 to 1995, the Houston Astros for three months, and the Texas Rangers in 1996. He was named The Sporting News Rookie Pitcher of the Year in 1987, and led Tiger relief pitchers in Wins and Earned Run Average in both 1987 and 1988. Mike was elected to the American League All-Star team in 1989. Mike has the second most saves (154) in Detroit Tigers history, behind only Todd Jones.  
The Wertz Warriors is one man’s dream transformed into reality. Vic Wertz, a former Detroit Tiger and Michigan Hall of Fame member, had a dream, “to completely underwrite the Special Olympics Michigan State Winter Games.” In 1981 he set out and succeeded to enlist many of his friends to help him with his dream. Together they considered a variety of ways to generate the money needed to fund the Winter Games for children and adults with intellectual disabilities in Michigan. 
Their idea was to create an endurance snowmobile ride throughout northern Michigan to raise funds and create awareness for children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Since 1982, the Wertz Warriors have raised more than $8.5 million for Special Olympics Michigan athletes. Each year, the Wertz Warriors ride over 900 miles as they journey across northern Michigan.
The 2012 Wertz Warriors snowmobile endurance ride is Feb. 5-11. The Wertz Warriors depart from Zuccaro’s in Chesterfield Township on Sunday, Feb. 5. On Wednesday, Feb. 8 at about 3 p.m., they will be escorted by a helicopter from U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City from Peegeo’s Restaurant to Grand 
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Traverse Resort & Spa.  They stop at the Grand Traverse Resort & Spa. Upon their arrival at about 4 p.m., the Wertz Warriors will give snowmobile rides to athletes near the clubhouse at Grand Traverse Resort.  That night at 7:30 p.m. the 
Wertz Warriors will present a check to Special Olympics Michigan during Opening Ceremonies. The ride wraps up on Saturday, Feb. 11 at Odawa Casino in Petoskey.
You can be a part of the ride that changes lives. The Wertz Warriors are looking for riders to join the cause. Riders must meet a fundraising commitment to participate. Anyone interested can contact the Wertz Warriors at wertzwarriors@msn.com or at (586) 954-9770.
Special Olympics Michigan (SOMI) provides year-round sports training and athletic competition for 21,754 children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Athletes have continuous opportunities to realize their potential, develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage and experience joy and friendship. SOMI is a non-profit organization that receives no state funding. The generosity of Michigan organizations, individuals and statewide businesses enable the programs to continue. Visit Special Olympics Michigan at www.somi.org
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