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	Dear SOCMU Kim, 
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season! Special Olympics is ready to ring in the new year with fundraisers (new and old),and as always a great new season of sports programs. 

What an incredible year we had last year!  We had great practice times at all of different events this year. We had great turnout and no major 'injuries' (Ryan even made it through the season with just a couple of black eyes but no broken bones this year!!)  lol
 
We came home from our regional and state events with lots of ribbons and medals - but most of all...we showed TREMENDOUS sportsmanship and had a lot of fun! I cannot tell you how proud I am to be your Area Director! 
 
When I attend state events and have referees and other officials make comments to me and other coaches like "Your athletes are so polite" "they really get the Special Olympic Oath" "it was cool when they passed the puck to that athlete on the other team"...
 
LET ME WIN - -BUT IF I CANNOT WIN - -LET ME BE BRAVE IN THE ATTEMPT
 
it is our SO Oath, but it's also the way we have always done things at Area 12 for the 27+ years that I have been around...Jan and Dean Smith pounded it in our heads back then, Martha continued it, Sandy, Mark O and now I have continued to use this as my theme song since I took over almost 4 years ago - "it not about the gold medal... it's all about the athlete"
 
We have a great year planned! We just finished a fantastic Holiday Road fundraiser and the neighbors on Heather Court have invited us back in 2012.
Thanks again to ALL to helped in the set-up, tear-down, working during Road Light show, visited the show and made a donation, bought a shirt or sponsored the event in any way!  IT WAS A SUCCESS!
 
We have some exciting fundraisers planned in the next few months...and we will need your help! Watch for emails and sign up notices.
 
 
CULVER'S NIGHTS AT ALL 3 CULVER'S STORES - 
(see story in this newsletter)
 
POLAR PLUNGE IS FEBRUARY 18 AT BOATWERKS IN HOLLAND (see story in this newsletter)   Have you signed up yet?  Have you invited your family or friends to sign up or shared the information at work, church, or school?
THIS WAS A HUGE FUNDRAISER FOR US LAST YEAR AND LOOKS TO BE MUCH BIGGER THIS YEAR -  - BUT WE NEED YOU TO HELP US SPREAD THE WORD WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY AND CO-WORKERS! 
 
BOWLATHON IS IN APRIL / WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SPONSOR SHEETS
 
All of our fundraising success depends on you!
 
 
Mark
Mark Dalman -Area Director 
Area 12 Special Olympics MI
590 Huizenga Ave
Zeeland MI 49464
269-615-7834 
mdalman@chartermi.net
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	Area 12 Basketball Teams Ready to Take the Court in January[image: girls bball 2011]
Allendale
Unified basketball practice began on Tuesday January 3rd from 6:30-8:00.
Practice Location: 10690 Learning Lane Allendale, MI
Contact: Arlene Salik, arlenesalik@aol.com
 
Allegan
Basketball practice started on December 13th and is on Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30 at Pine Trails Elementary School. Practice was suspended until school started back up again after winter break. 
Practice Location: 550 5th St Allegan, MI
Contact: Jeff Grabber,jgrabber@alleganps.org 
  
Holland
Practice for the Holland women's team will be on Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00 at Longfellow School.
Practice Location: 36 E 24th Street Holland, MI  
Contact: Del Kragt, delwynkragt@comcast.net 
 
 
Hudsonville
Hudsonville's Senior teams will be practicing at 1:30 on Thursdays at Hudsonville High School.  There will be a high skill level and low skill level men's/coed teams again this year. 
Practice Location: 5037 32nd Ave Hudsonville, MI
Contact: Brian Courville,  bcourvil@hpseagles.net
 
Jenison 
Practice will be on Monday nights 6:30 - 8:00 pm at Sandy Hill Elementary. There may be a skills group; it depends on who shows up the first few practices and how many kids come out. The first practice will be on Jan 9. Note: The first practice will be at Hope College for their clinic.
Practice Location: 1990 Baldwin St Jenison, MI
Contact: Sandy Marlink, SBMARLINK@aol.com 
 
Zeeland 
Basketball practice starts on January 3 at First Baptist Church in Zeeland 6:30-8:00.
Practice Location: 246 W Main Ave Zeeland, MI
Contact: Jerry Zeerip, jzeerip@yahoo.com
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	Skiing, Snowshoeing, 
and Swimming! Oh, My!

Arlene is having winter games in Allendale this year.
Snowshoe is practicing at the Allendale Oakwood school soccer field on Saturday mornings 10:30a-noon. Cross Country skiing is at Pine Creek  (on Filmore) at the same time.  
for more information 
contact Arlene
arlenesalik@aol.com

 
*Athletes are responsible for their own transportation this year.*
 
 
Swimming practice will resume once again on Saturday(s) January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, 18, 25. Zeeland Cityside Middle School is located at 320 E. Main St. Zeeland MI 49464.
 
Because of large group of athletes that  train at this location and with these coaches. Practice time is split up
 into two different one hour sessions. If your athlete was in the first group last year, their practice time is from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. If your athlete was in the second group, their practice time is from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m
 
The annual Area 12 Swim Meet will be on Friday, March 2nd at Hudsonville High School Pool at 7:00pm. Athlete check-in will be at 6:30pm.

If you are new to the Area 12 sports program or an athlete looking to give swimming a try, but are unsure which practice time frame you should be in. Please contact Brian Marlink the Area 12 swimming coordinator at 616-457-9532 or by e-mail at sbmarlink@aol.com The annual Area 12 Swim Meet date still has to be determined. 
 
For those athletes and families in the Allegan area who are interested in swimming. Please contact Jeff Grabber who Allegan area sports coordinator or e-mail jgrabber@alleganps.org for the practice dates and times at Allegan High School.  
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	Quick Links

		

	Area 12 Website
SOMI Website
Area 12 Facebook Page
 
Area 12 Management Team
Mark Dalman, Area Director
Arlene Salik, Asst. Area Director
Beth Kragt Financial Rep
Sharon DeWit Outreach Rep 
Linda Boerman Volunteer Rep 
Sharlene Castle Parent Family Rep
Dee Kramer Parent Family Rep
Mike Mishel Fryman Parent Family Rep
Sandy Marlink, Training Rep
Brian Marlink, Competition Rep
Jerry Zeerip Equipment Rep
Jeremiah Carr Athlete Rep
Curtis Castle Athlete Rep
Marge Seward Member at Large
Carla Wilkerson, Member at Large
Michelle Cassens Medical Rep
Cassady Watts Public Relations Rep 
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	Culver's Night Fundraiser[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs006/1103817697430/img/41.jpg] 
January 19 at Culvers in Jenison from 4-9pm
7393 Cottonwood Drive Jenison, MI 49428 
(616) 457-3209 

January 26 at Culvers in Holland from 4-9pm
	3035 West Shore Drive Holland Charter Township, MI 49424
(616) 399-8475



January 26 at Culvers in Grand Haven from 4-9pm 
	520 A-Way Dr Grand Haven, MI 49417
(616) 842-0070



10% of the proceeds will be donated to Area 12 for dine-in and takeout! Come out and join in the fun and show your 'great taste' at Culvers by helping with this fundraiser!
 
We need works and customers! Invite your family, friends, co-workers, and classmates! This is the easiest fundraiser to help with! 


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK6]
	Polar Plunge
Febuary 18, 2012
[image: polar plunge 2011 LINDA BOOKER]
 
Our 2nd Annual Polar Plunge is coming up and we are prepared to make it bigger and better than last year's! 

It's not too late to get a team together and take the plunge! Grab an old Halloween costume, a few friends or family members, and come join us in one of our favorite fundraisers of the year!
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION - CONTACT
SHARON DE WIT 
 wit49424@yahoo.com
LINDA BOERMAN
linda_boerman@yahoo.com
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	Students for Special Olympics Advocacy ready to help Area 12!
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"Students for Special Olympics Advocacy is dedicated to providing support morally and financially to the Area 12 Special Olympics Organization. Most importantly, SSOA's focus is to encourage athletes, on and off the courts. We believe that volunteering and building relationships will foster inspiration and ultimately change lives."
Students for Special Olympics Advocacy is a brand new organization founded by GV juniors, Cassady Watts and Kristen Singletary. The club has twenty-five members and is growing quickly! They are excited to do their part in raising money through fundraising, help coach sports, cheer on athletes at games/practices.
In March, SSOA is teaming up with Best Buddies, Grand Valley Disability Advocates, and Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority to put on a week long event for Spread the Word to End the Word. More information coming soon!
 
Stay connected with them on Facebook and Twitter!  http://www.facebook.com/gvsussoa    
 https://twitter.com/#!/SSOAatGVSU 
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	Community Kickback Program 
 
All this month, J&H Family 
stores in West Michigan will be supporting 
Special 
Olympics Michigan through their Community Kickback program. The stores will be selling a special 
World's Finest Chocolate Bar, and our cute Polar Plunge paper bears in all 35 locations. In the last two years, J&H Family stores have provided over $7,000 in support to the athletes of Special Olympics Michigan. Please give your support to the J&H Family Stores in West Michigan! 
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	Buffalo Wild Wings Special Olympics Night: January 16th
 
At all participating Buffalo Wild Wings Restaurants are dedicating a night to Special Olympics Michigan. If you bring in a flyer (link located at bottom of this article) they will donate 20% of your purchase to Special Olympics Michigan. 

Fundraiser is all day/night on January 16th. 

BWW Flyer
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Check out this slideshow to see some of the amazing things Area 12 did throughout 2011! What a great year!
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	Special Olympics Michigan Area 12.m4v


 



	
Get ready for an exciting season with Area 12! We've got so many opportunities yet to come in 2012. Follow our Facebook page for new updates and other important information. Thanks for being a fan!
 
Sincerely,
 
Cassady Watts
Public Relations Representative 
Special Olympics MI Area 12
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